
Where does your news come from?
I am writing to you today to comment on Docket No. 02-277, The BiennialReview of
the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules. In its goals to
promote competition, diversity and localism in today's media market, I
strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the current media
ownership rules now in question. These rules serve the public interest by
limiting the market power of already huge companies in the broadcast
industry.

Never before have so few media companies controlled so much content,
programming, advertising revenue and power, and most chillingly, access to
political and social news.  Never before have "news feeds" -- recorded
news reports from one source being distributed to hundreds or thousands of
markets and areas -- been more dangerous.  Why would a "local" radio
station owned by a national corporation report on a local controversy
involving a subsidiary of that same corporation?

The FCC is actively courting the stifling of multiple sources of
information and inviting conflicts of interest on an unstoppable scale.
With the Internet, the public has unprecedented access to information;
many people, however, use radio and television news as their primary
sources.  How is "news from the top down" going to improve the American
citizen's right to access?

You, as commissioners of the FCC, as Members of the US Senate Commerce
Committee, as Senators, have the power to stop this.  You have the power
to question the sense of allowing enormous media consolidation.  You have
the ability to listen to the radio and wonder at the canned comments of
CBS news or Fox news on multiple stations.  As Americans, you have the
same feelings and opinions as all Americans, wondering who is producing,
distributing and choosing the information you hear on your radios and
televisions, wondering if the news is being sanitized or unreported,
wondering what corporate policies would be exposed or challenged if the
chosen news were not chosen by those with the most to gain from those
corporate policies.

When news is more about profit than dissemination of information, we all
lose.  Remember what Clarence Darrow said.  (I misquote.)  "The duty of
the press is to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable."  I'm
sure this must be etched somewhere in the walls of the office of the FCC.

On June 2, please consider the longterm, far-reaching consequences of
changing the FCC rules.  Please ensure that for the rest of time, control
of media is not concentrated in the hands of the few.  Isn't this what we
are fighting for around the world?  The freedom to make our own choices?
Fighting against too few deciding what is right for too many.

Thank you,

Gregory Berlowitz


